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PROVERBS XXIII. 19. 


Hear thou, my An, and be wiſe; and guide thou 
thine heart in the way. | 


LY 
* 


ce AIN man, ſays Zophar to Job, would be 
6 N wiſe, though man be born like a wild aſs's 
cc colt!“ - There is a mixture of truth and 
ſatire in this- reflection, which alludes both to the in- 
firmity and folly of human nature. It is true, there 
is in us an ambition to attain knowledge, and yet 
here it is charged as a piece of fooliſh preſumption in 
ſuch a creature as man. to endeavour. after it. Not 
the wildeſt inhabitant of the deſartbrings its offspring 
into the world in a more helpleſs or more ignorant 
ſtate than the children of men are found in at their 
birth: And hence, all pretenſions to knowledge may 
ſeem ridiculous from ſuch mean beginnings. e 
therefore aſeribes our paſſion for wiſdom, to the mere 
vanity of our hearts“ Vain man would be wiſe.” 
As if he had ſaid, What haſt thou to do with wiſ⸗ 
dom, thou child of ignorance : Thou that wert 
born yeſterday, and muſt die to-morrow; whoſe 
* life is but a ſpan long, and yet begins in the folly 
* of childhood, and terminates in the no leſs folly 
„Sof old age, thy ſecond childhood! In the mean 
time thy faculties open by flow degrees, and thy 
** underſtanding proceeds toward truth with painful 
* ſteps—Line upon line, line upon line, precept upon 
©* precept, precept upon precept, here a little, and there 
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a little,” are the“ tedious methods by which the 
natural darkneſs of thy mind is in any meaſure en- 
© lightened. What arrogance then, what vanity is 
this, that thou ſhouldeſt ſet thyſelf to ſeek after 
wiſdom, or lift up thy voice for under landing?“ | 
And very jult is this rebuke, when applied to many 
who aſpired to the title of _ men among the ancients, 
in whom vanity appears to have been the predominant 
and ruling paffion: As “ one of the moſt eminent 
amongſt them acknowledges of his brethren ; “ They, 
«© ſays he, among the philoſophers who have written 
© books on wiſdom, have done it out of a ſpirit of 
* vanity; and even where they decry vain-glory, they 
are thereby, and in the very ſame books, labour- 
ing to advance their own glory.” On theſe, there- 
fore, the pointed ſatire falls with its keeneſt edge. 
Fain men ! And again, when 'men in purſuit of 
wildom know no bounds, but mix heaven and earth, 
this world and the next, and preſume within the nar- 
row circle of human underſtanding, to incloſe the 
infinite attributes of the incomprehenſible Gop, and 
to find out the Almighty unto perfection; when they 
will needs ſcan all the ways of providence, and mea- 
ſure all Gop's doings by the ſtandardpof their own 
weak and feeble judgments; boldly condemning 
whatever does not lie level to their low apprehenſions ; 

when, in ſhort, they will diſpute Gop's ways, but 
not believe his word; and deny thoſe diſpenſations 
which are too deep for the ſhort line of their reaſon 
to fathom This is a vanity juſtly to be derided 
And yet, notwithſtanding theſe ſevere checks, 
which may ſerve to humble our pride, a wiſdom 
nevertheleſs there is, which is not only within our 
reach, but which it is our moſt bounden duty to la- 
bour after, and to attain. The whole book of Pro- 
verbs is, as it were, a ſyſtem of this wiſdom, taught 
to the ſons of men by no Jeſs a perſon un 0 
l olomon 
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Solomon himſelf, ſo eminent for his ſuperior wiſdom. 
In the beginning of the work, be introduces his un- 
dertaking with the nobleſt encomium of the wiſdom 
he would recommend. “ Happy, ſays he, is the 
« man that findeth wiſdom, and the man that get- 
© teth underſtanding ; for the merchandize of it is 
e better than the merchandize of ſilver, and the gain 
te thereof than fine gold, She is more precious than 
„ rubies; and all the things thou canſt defire are not 
« to be compared unto her. Length of 4 is in 
« her right hand, and in her left hand riches and 
« honour Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and 
<« all her paths are peace.“ 
Of this wiſdom we cannot be too ambitious ; to 
the ſtudy of it Solomon preſſes and encourages us by the 
moſt inviting motives: He declares it the only way 
% to give ſubtilty to the ſimple, to the young man 
« knowledge and diſcretion : It ſhall be an ornament _ - 
« of grace, ſays he, unto thy head, and chains 
about thy neck: And, therefore, as he urges in 
guide 


my text, „Hear then, my ſon, and be tuiſe; an 
« thou thine heart in the way.. 3 
In purſuance of this call to wiſdom, ſo affection- 
ately addreſſed to us, by the inſpired inſtructor, ie 
{hall be my endeavour in this diſcourſe, to invite the 
younger part of this aſſembly to liſten to his admoni- 
tions, which may ſo eafombly fall in with the ſeri- 
ous reſolutions juſt made by many of them, at theis 
late confirmation by the Bitho | h 
Now, the wiſdom thus extolled, and of which 
ſuch excellent things are ſpoken, is not a ſkill in ab- 
ſtruſe arts and ſciences, of which but few are ca- 
pable or have opportunities of ſtudying, or are very 
nearly intereſted in; but it is a wiſdom within every. 
one's reach, and which it concerns you above all 
things elſe to poſſeſs yourſelves of. Solomon himſelf _ 
defines its nature in a few words, and tells you 
wherein it conſiſts : 4+ The fear of God, ſays he, is 
© the beginning of wiſdom, and to depart from evil 


-cipal part of true religion, but alſo, 


r 
« is underſtanding:“ And elſewhere, „ let us, ſays 
% he, hear the concluſion of the whole matter; fear 
«.Gop and keep his commandments, for this is the 
% whole duty of man.? 

The 2 of God therefore, is what Salomon means, 
by wiſdom ; and by the fear of Gop, you are to un- 
derſtand nothing leſs than religion in general, ſo call- 
ed, becauſe the fear of Gop is not only itſelf a prin- 

eule where 
this principle, a true fear f Gop, rules in the heart, 
it will lead to the exerciſe of all other parts of true 
religion, | Oy 

"You are called then, and invited in my text, to a 
diligent regard to religion, as the moſt valuable wiſ- 
dom, as the guide of your youth, and your ſureſt di- 
rector through all the mazes of the world you are en- 
tering into, I heartily wiſh it was in the power of 
any words I can uſe to perſuade you. to it. I ſhall 
attempt no other method for this purpoſe here in pub- 
lic, than that in which I have already ſpoken to 


| moſt of you in private: v/z. 


Firſt, To remind you of your baptiſmal vow and 
engagement, with a fhort explanation of the 
parts of it: And then, 

Secondly, Inculcate the performance of it, from 
25 — own voluntary promiſe, now made by you 
efore the Biſhop. | 1 
Tbiraly, Concluding with a few rules of advice, 

that may be of ſervice for your direction therein, 


Firſt, K of your baptiſm, you were in- 


fants incapable of judging or acting for yourſelyes ; 
but not therefore incapable of being entered into 
| covenant with Gop, as is evident from hence, that 
under the law, Gop received the children of the Jews 
into covenant at eight days old, as he had done the 
| deſcendants of Abraham before the law, by the ordi- 
| nance of circumciſion ; And as baptiſm in the Goſpel - 


* - "ſucceeds 
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Ct. 2 
ſucceeds circumciſion under the Law, and our Saviour 
has no where forbidden children to partake of it, but 
on the contrary, commanded us © to fuffer the little 
children to come unto him,“ it is your Chriſtian 
birth-right to be baptized as ſoon as conveniently may 
be, after you are born; and by that ſacrament, to be 
admitted into covenant with Gon Almighty, on the 
terms of the Goſpel. _ . of HAR 
Now, in all covenants, each contracting party-lays 
himſelf under an obligation to perform ſomething to- 
wards the other: In the Chriftian covenant, Gop Al- 
mighty ſtipulates and agrees to accept you as members 
of Chrift, as children of God, and inberitors of tbu 
kingdom of heaven : Members of Chriſt, means mem- 
bers of his church, which is his body, and partakers 
of all the privileges belonging to it: Children of Cod, 
in oppoſition to children of wrath, in which every ſon 
and daughter of Adam is born through his original 
fin: And inberitors of the kingdom 1 op, through 
the merits of JESUS ChHRISH, who has purchaſed that 
eternal ſalvation for us. 5 „ 

Theſe are the privileges all baptized Chriſtians are! 
by covenant entitled to, and privileges certainly they 
are the moſt ' advantageous and honourable to human 
nature: They contain all that is requiſite to produce” 
and nouriſh a principle of holineſs within us: They 

inſure to us the bleſſings of the Chriſtian redemption :' 
They put us, as it were, into Gop's family, and en- 
gage his fatherly care and proteCtion, his unbounded”* | 
love and kindneſs for us, in our paſſage through this 
mortal life; and when that ſhall be over, they open to 
us an entrance into a never-failng ſtate of glory and" 
happineſs, in his own divine preſence. And, what” 
is there that you can think of or defire,. in compariſon” 
of theſe advantages ? 1X36. ee 

On the other hand it was promiſed for you, that" 
in conſideration of theſe high privileges; you ſhould 
alſo be bound to the performance of theſe three things. 
vV:/2,—1ſt, That you ſhould renounce all manner of 

4 ” 7 2h wickedneſs ; 
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wickedneſs; abhor and abſtain from it, whether - 
tempted to it by the ſuggeſtions of the devil, allured 
by the vanities of the world you live in, or ſeduced 
by the irregular luſt and paſſions of your own corrupt 
nature.—2dly, In the next place, that you ſhould 
with a hearty and lively faith, embrace all the articles 
of the Chriſtian doctrine; and laſtly, That you 
ſhould ſhew the truth and ſincerity of your faith by 
your works, in keeping Gop's holy will and com- 
mandments, and walking in the ſame all the days of 


Four life. This was the agreement made on your 


part. On the two latter branches of which, I ſhall 
be a little more particular, to fix them more deeply in 
your minds, | | 
And firſt, of faith. The neceſſary articles of your 
Chriſtian faith are ſummed up in the Creed, or what 
you call the Belief. You believe them, becauſe they 
are taught in the holy ſcriptures by CHRIST, and his 
Apoſtles, who could: neither be deceived themſelves, 
nor teach you any thing but what 1s both true, and of 
res importance for you to believe: The ſum and ſub- 
ance of your belief is comprized in theſe three 
particulars. 1. That you believe in one Gop, the 
Maker of heaven and earth; and though, becauſe he 
is a ſpirit, you do not ſee this glorious Being with 
your bodily eyes, yet he is not only revealed to your 
faith in the volume of the ſcriptures, but diſplays 
himſelf to your underſtanding through all the volume 
of nature. Every thing about you, the ſun, the 
moon, and the ſtars, the earth and all its productions 
for uſe and ornament, every animal, and every object 
that meets your ſenſes, teſtify not only to the being, 
but to the providence of an all-wiſe, Alpe 
beneficent Creator and Diſpoſer of all things. You 
can give no other account of your own original and 
| continuance in life; nor of any of the comforts and 
| conveniencies you enjoy; but to aſcribe them to his 
liberal and gracious hand, who made us all, and fil- 
| leth all things living with plenteouſneſs. But becauſe 
_ | POD even. 
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even Heathen nations believe in a Creator of the world, 
to diſtinguiſh yourſelves as Chriſtians, your next ar- 
ticle is to believe in JEsUS: CHRIS ; *© Gop the ſon, 
« who redeemed you and all mankind.“ The par- 
ticulats of whoſe birth, life, preaching miracles, 
death, reſurtection, aſcenſion and interceſſion, all 
molt wonderful ! you ought to acquaint yourſelves” 
moſt exactly withal, by a conſtant and careful reading 
of the New Teſtament, of which I was greatly con- 
cerned to ſee how ignorant many of you were upon 
examination. The third article of your chriſtian: 
faith, is to believe in the Holy Ghoſt, who ſanctifieth 
you, “ and all the ele& people of Gop;“ that is, 
all chriſtian people. That he is the author of all 
holineſs in you, and that without his ſpecial grace- 
aſſiſting, it is not in your power to move and advance 
in the ways of piety and religions 

Thus you ſee, every time you repeat the creed, 
(which perhaps you do often, without thinking ot 
attending to the ſenſe and meaning of it) you profeſs 
your faith in the holy T rinity, three perſons in the 
one Godhead, according to the command of our 
bleſſed Lokp to his diſciples,: „ Go ye into all na- 
tions, and baptize them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.““ 

To theſe great and main articles are further ſub- 
joined, your acknowledgment of “ the holy Catho- 
« lick church,“ and e the communion of ſaints;““ 
that is, an affectionate relation and fellowſhip ever 
ſubliſting between all true chriſtians amongſt them- 
ſelves, and with CHrisT their head, “ the forgive- 
* neſs of fins,” viz.—through the merits of CHRIS 
on your true repentance :. “* The reſurrection“ of 
our bodies out of the grave, at the laſt day, and their 
re-union with our ſouls, in order to enter upon what 
is the laſt article of your belief, a “ life everlaſting.” 
Here. you ſee, life is not everlaſting, but of very ſhort 
and uncertain continuance ;. You fee old perſons drop 
into the grave through mere weakneſs of nature, and 


A 5 the 


— —>— Yate ee ee mg — — 


[ 10 J 


the ſtrong and middle-aged often cut off in their full 
ſtrength and vigour ;z and even many of thoſe who, 
like yourſelves, were young and lively, and ſtanding 
as jt were on the threſhold or entrance of life, yet 


| like early bloom nipped with an untimely blaſt, ſud- 


| denly fading away before they came to be full blown: 
So that there is no reliance upon this life, at any 


ſtage or period of it. But then, your chriſtian belief 
aſſures you of a better and more enduring life to come; 
| and that though you die to this world, it is to live in 
another ; the good and virtuous, in unſpeakable joys z 


the bad and vicious, in intolerable torments, for ever- 
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more. 


Theſe are the tenets of chriſtian doctrine, which it 
was engaged you ſhould embrace and profefs, when 
you were by baptiſm admitted into the communion of 
the church, and into covenant with Gop. I have 
but a little varied the expreſſions of them, that you 
may attend more to the ſenſe of them, than perhaps 
you do when you repeat them always in the very ſame 
form of words. ; 
The next thing promiſed for you was, that you 
ſhould lead lives ſuitable to theſe holy doctrines, by 
«© keeping Gop's holy will and commandments, and 
* walking in the ſame all the days of your life.“ 
And indeed without this, your faith, however ſound 


and fincere it may be ſuppoſed to be, will certainly 
ſtand you in no ſtead at the laſt day of judgment, nay, 
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are eaſily known, being the ſame that Gop gave to 


it will but ſerve to increaſe your condemnation. For 
our Saviour has declared, that “ not every one that 
*<© ſaith unto him, LorD, Lox, ſhall enter into the 
„ kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of 
<< his Father, which js inheaven ; and that the fervant 
„ who knew his LoRkp's will and did it not, ſhall be 
© beaten with many ſtripes.” 15 

Now, the commandments which you are to keep 


Moſes in Mount Sinai, which are ratified again and 
improved by our SAVIOUR, as neceſſary to eternal life. 
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OD 
They may be reduced to three, as reſpecting, 1. 
Gop; 2. Your neighbour; and 3; Yourſelf. 3: 3 
1. With reſpect to God, that firmly believing 
there is ſuch a great and glorious Being, you feat him; 
that is, live in a conſtant. reverence of his unſeen : 
Majeſty, knowing that he is ever preſent with you in 
private and in public, in darkneſs as well as in the 
day-light ; that his eye is ever upon you in all places, 
whatever you are doing, or intend, or think of, he 
knows it. It is further required, that you love him, 
which.is no more than his excellencies and favours to 
ou demand; and that not negligently or ſlightly, 
but with all your heart, with all your mind, with all 
vour ſoul, and with all your ſtrength, Gop requires: * 
your heart and affections, without which he will ſet 
no value upon any of your ſervices.. My ſon, ſays he, 
give me thine heart; and being poſſeſſed of that, he re- 
quires that you expreſs your love to him, „“ in wor- 
„ ſhipping him, giving him thanks, putting your 
& whole truſt in him, in honouring his holy name, 
& and his word, and ſerving kim truly all the days 
of your life,” Let me here only remind you that 
this worſhip of Gop, muſt be paid by you in public 
and in private; in public, according to the oppor- 
tunities offered you, and eſpecially on his own day, 
ſet apart for religious uſes; in piivate, you muſt ſet 
times for yourſelves, and keep them conſtantly, tax 
ing care eſpecially to begin and end the day with de- 
votion; that the outgoings of the morning and even- 
ing, may never fail to praiſe him. And in honouring 
the name of Gop, you will by all means refrain from 
that horrible ſin of profane ſwearing and cuiſing in 
your converſation, and it will give you the greateſt 
uneaſineſs at any time, to hear others guilty of ſo; 1% 
ſhocking a. crime, His word you will honour by » 
reading it frequently, and attending to it when read 
or preached as your only ſure guide to heaven, and 
alone capable of making you wiſe unto ſalvation; ' You 
will ſhew your truſt in Gop, when in all circum- 
1 43 6. ſtances 
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ſtances you reſien yourſelves to his diſpoſal, and rely 
only upon his bleſſing on your honeſt endeavours, for 
obtaining the things of this life which you ſtand in 
need of. | 13 
This is your duty to God, promiſed in your name 
at baptiſm, to be performed not by fits and ſtarts, on. 
particular-occaſions, now and then, but in a tegular, 
uniform courſe, throughout the tenor of your lives. 
The next branch of the commandments reſpects 
your neighbour, thut is, mankind in general, and how 
you muſt demean yourſelves towards your fellow erea- 
tures : for inſtance, you are therein taught to love, 
I honour, and ſuccour your father and mother; and 
| this they certainly deſerve at your hands, in return 
for the pains and cates, and ſolicitude they have un- 
dergone on your account; together with the benefits 
vou derive from their inſtructions, examples, and 
1 8 they have ſupplied in your tender years. 
Lou can no otherwiſe expect duty from you children 
bereafter, but as you pay it to your parents now. 
Perſons in authority likewiſe, who are your political 
it 3 this precept commands you to obey in all 
lawful things, and to reverence their office for the 
ſake of good order and quietneſs; and alſo to pay a 
ſuitable reſpect to all thoſe who are placed over you ,in 
8 the LokD, your ſpiritual paſtors and teachers, 20% 
= watch for your ſouls, and admoniſh you in your chriſtian 
duty, and, in general, to behave yourſelves in a 
modeſt, lowly, and reverent manner towards all your 
betters, or ſuperiors. But above all, you are by all 
means to take care to hurt nobody, not even the mean- 
geſt human creature, thou.h ever ſo much in your 
power, or dependent on your favour ; but to treat the 
perſon, the property, and reputation of every one you 
Jare concerned with, with tenderneſs and humanity. 
In all your various dealings in the world, your con- 
ſtant and invariable rules muſt be truth and honeſty ; to 
Babhor a lie; and ſo far from ſtealing or defrauding, 
not to allow yourſelves ſo much as to covet or 75 
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fire what belongs to another, and which you have no 
fair means of procuring ; tiuſting for a livelihood to 
God's bleſſing on your labours, and fidelity in your 
ſtation, loving your neighbour as ſincerely as yourſelves, 
and making this your ſtanding maxim, fo do to all 
men as you would they ſhould do unto you. 1 
Laſtly, in your perſonal conduct, you are required 
to keep your bodies in temperance, ſoberneſs, and 
chaſtity, to bridle your paſſions, and govern your 
ſenſual appetites z to be meek and lowly, humble, 
patient, and reſigned ; as ffrangers and pilgrims to ab- 
ſtain from fleſhly luſis which war againſt the ſoul, and 
by all means in your power, to. preſerve a becoming 
order and regularity 1 your whole demeanouf. 
Theſe are the main of the things undertaken and 
promiſed in your name at your baptiſm : Theſe zre 
the conditions, on which you were entered in tocove- 
nant with Gov, and entitled to the invaluable privi= 
leges of the chriſtian redemption above-mentioned, 
Whether you are determined to ſtand to this agree- 
ment, now you are of age to anſwer for yourſelves? 
Whether you think the privileges of the goſpel, the re- 
demption of your ſouls, the favour of Gop, and 
eternal liſe, worth obtaining on theſe terms? You 
have now been aſked, and deſired deliberately to con- 
ſider with yourſelves, and then to determine as you 
ſhould ſee beſt. Fire and water, life and death, hea- 
ven and hell, have been ſet before you, that you may 
make your choice, and ſtretch forth your hands to 
which liketh you beſt; that you may not hereafter 
complain that you have been impoſed upon; that you 
might act in your own perſons, with your eyes open, 
in an affair which ſo eſſentially concerns your ever- 
laſting welfare. You have been brought into the pub- 
lic 7 and there in the face of the congrega- 
tion, the queſtion has been fairly put to you by 
Gop's miniſter, the biſhop, in theſe ſolemn words: 
Do you here in the preſence of Gop, and of 
« his congregation, renew the ſolemn promiſe and 
1 « yow 


W vow that was made in your name at your baptiſm» _ 
W ratifying and. confirming the ſame in your own per- 
If ſons ; and acknowledging yourſelves bound to be- 
| lieve, and to do all thoſe things which your Godfa- 
| thers and Godmothers then undertook for you.“ 
| To this queſtion you have all of you given your 
Judlic aſſent, by anſwering every one of you for your- 
| f, I DO. And indeed with the higheſt reaſon, as 
Wherwiſe you forfeit again the privileges of your bap- 
bk you break your covenant with Gop, but to 
Which now by this open and public aſſent, you have. 
it were ſet your hand and ſeal. | 
[ And. from this your own voluntary act and deed, I 
Woceed.now in the ſecond place, to inculcate upon. 
Pu the due diſcharge of theſe your moſt ſerious en- 
Moements, that you may in the end reap the benefit 
them to your everlaſting comfort. 

II. Now as this is a covenant between Gop and 
Ju, you are to conſider that a covenant is a folemn 
Wing in its own: nature, which no man can violate 
Without reproach. Covenant-breakers are ranked by 
Faul among the moſt flagrant offenders. If it be 
Wt a man's covenant, yet to break it is a ſign of a baſe 
} treacheròus ſpirit, unworthy. any regard or con- 
Pence. A covenant- breaker is avoided b all honeſt 
En, as an outlaw or reprobate, with whom they 
In have no communication. But this ſacred cove- 
Int is {till to be more reverenced, becauſe of the ſu- 
me dignity of Almighty God, who condeſcends to 
Jone of the contracting parties. He is not a Being: 
Ive trifled with, or with whom we may prevaricate 
Ih impunity. What he hath promiſed, he will 
It certainly make good, and will no Jeſs ſtrictly 
| Juie faithfulneſs of. thoſe with. whom he has to do.. 
With regard to all your ſolemn. promiſes to Gop, 
u muſt remember the wiſe man's admonition, 
hen thou voweſt a vow to-Gop, defer not to pay, 
Wor he hath no pleaſure in fools: Pay that which. 
WMhou haſt vowed,” As by fulfilling your religious 
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engagements, you will be entitled to all manner of 
bleſſings, ſo by neglecting, lighting, and breaking 
them, you will entail upon yourſelves all thoſe curſes. 
which are denounced in God's law againſt wicked 
and diſobedient perſons. On your keeping this cove- 
nant, depends your welfare here in this life, and for 
ever in another, It is your all that is at ſtake, the 
one thing needful, the very end of your being made a 
reaſonable creature; that you might by a liſe of vir-- 
tue and holineſs, be prepared to enjoy a ſtate of Mia C 
pineſs and glory, purchaſed and provided for you' by 
our bleſſed Saviour. Obſerve therefore and keep- 
« it and do it, for this ſhall be your wiſdom and vo 
« .underſtanding, in the fight, of Gop and man,” 
But what a ſhame. will it be, with what pain, anguiſh, - 
and remorſe would it fill your, hearts, ſhould you 
ever go back, and fall away from your pligbted vows, 
and turn your ſteps from the divine teſtimonies! Oh 
which of you can be ſo treacherous as ever to forſake 
Gop, who made you, preſerves you, hath redeemed 
and ſanctified you, and entered into a covenant of 
peace and mercy with you, ſealed in the blood of his 
own beloved Son! Oh who can deſert: the Gop of 
their life, who hath promiſed. to bleſs your going out 
and your coming in, to proſper your undertakings, ' 
and to deliver you in all dangers and neceſſities; and 
as if that was nothing, hath laid up for you a crown 
of glory, and everlaſting joys, at his own right hand 
in heaven. Think on theſe things, my dearly beloy- -- 
ed young chriſtians, and reſolve with Gop's help to 
be true to your truſt, and to keep yourſelves ſtedfaſt 
and unwavering in the covenant you have made. 
The advantages are all your own. God Almighty is 
no gainer by the contract, which he has made with. - 
you only out of his pure love and tender regard for 
your happineſs. Oh then, let your own intereſt, let 
your gratitude and repeated promiſes ever be upon your 
mind, and prevail with you to anſwer the expectation 
of your heavenly Father, which with your own mouths  - 
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ou have now declared to be juſt and reaſonable, and 
| uch as in every account you are bound to fulfil, _ 
W 1 preſs theſe things upon you with more earneſtneſs 
Wat preſent, becauſe of the very great importance it is 
WP! for you to ſet out right, now in the beginning of 
life, before you have contracted evil habits, or fin _ 
Pas taken any deep root in you. Now is the time for 
6 ou, more efpecially to tread with caution, and care- 
Fully conſider what track of life you enter upon; for 
__ in the fame track you will continue, whe- 
her right or wrong, to the end of your lives: And 
We aſſured further, that no ſervice is more acceptable 
Wo GoD, than that which we pay him in the unſullied 
ears of youth, with the liel vigour of all our fa- 
Fulties. It is moreover neceſſary to be thus urgent 
With you, to take heed to your ways at this critical 
Period, becauſe of the dangers and temptations which 
Pin now moſt likely beſet and aſſault your virtue. 
Ur be time is now come, when you have taken 
Wife upon yourſelves, and muſt begin to act your part 
Wnaworld full of ſnares and enticements. The cor- 
Wuption of your own nature, and even the vivacity of 
Wouth, will incline you too eaſily to liſten to thoſe fa- 
Wal allurements, which vice (under the falſe appearance 
Pf pleaſure) will ſolicit you to comply with; and to 
Encourage any ill diſpoſitions, and embolden you to 
Indulge them, there will not be wanting too many 
Pad examples, who will take a malicious pleaſure in 
Porrupting your innocence, and drawing you along 
With them into lawleſs exceſſes. And, beſides all 
Whoſe adverſaries to goodneſs, there is moreover a ſub- 
il infernal ſpirit, who knows your weakeſt, moſt un- 
Muarded quarter, and ever lieth in wait to deceive and 
Wo deſtroy. On all theſe accounts, you have need of 
our utmoſt caution and vigilance, and the firmeſt re- 
Wolution too, to ſtand your ground unſhaken, and to 
Paintain your poſt in your chriſtian ſtation, in the 
Hidſt of ſo many and great dangers. 
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Nay, inſufficient after all, and altogether vain, 
will all your own endeavours prove, unleſs ſeconded 
and promoted, and made effectual by the all powerful 
aids of divine grace; a further meaſure of which, it 
is hoped, is derived upon you at your confirmation: 
For then the biſhop earneſtly and devoutly prayed to 
Gop on your behalf, and beſeeched him in theſe af- 
fecting words, That he would ſtrengthen you with 
e the Holy Ghoſt the comforter, and daily increaſe in 
« you his manifold gifts and graces; the ſpirit of 
« wiſdom and underſtanding, the ſpirit of counſel; 
and ghoſtly ſtrength, the ii of knowledge and 
« true godlineſs, and fill you with the ſpirit of his 
© holy fear, now and ever; that you might continue 
children of Gop, increaſing daily more and more 
« in goodneſs until you come to his everlaſting king- 
« dom.” Theſe are pious and excellent prayers in 
your behalf, and add a new obligation to your religi- 
ous covenant, to which the Holy Ghoſt is thus made 
a party, engaging to ſupply all needful grace and 
aſhſtance to thoſe who in earneſt deſire to fulfil in. 
You can never then deſert a charge, in which you have 
ſo powerful an auxiliary joined with you: but with con- 
ſtant care and hearty endeavours, you will be ſure to 
work out your ſalvation, ſince it is God that worketh in 
you, and with you, to will and to do of his good pleaſure. 
1 Chron. xxviii. 8. Now therefore, to uſe the 
words of King David; © In the fight of all rat, 
*© the congregation of the Lob, and in the audience 
of our Gop, I charge you to keep and ſeek for all 
«© the commandments of the Lokxp your Gop, that 
6.3 may be well with you, and your children after 
© you for ever, Know ye, therefore, the Gop of 
*© your fathers, and ſerve him with a perfect heart, 
and with a willing mind; for the Lorp ſearcheth 
all hearts, and underſtandeth all the imaginations of 
the thoughts, If ye ſeek him, he will he found of 
vou; but if you forſake him, he will caſt you off 
* for exer.“ | Hr 
III. 


R 8 


[ 8. ] 

TIT. For your farther aſſiſtance, in maintaining 

ur religious reſolution, it remains now, that I con- 

W clude with a few ſhort rules of caution and advice. 

| 1/2, In the firſt place it will be of great uſe, fre- 

$ quently to review your baptiſmal covenant, and recol- 

W lect what it is that you have ſo folemnly and deliberately 

undertaken to fulfil. The three things promiſed for 

vou, and which you have now promiſed for yourſelves, 
mould often be brought to remembrance. Compare 

W your manners and way of life with them, and ſee how. 
yl wy agree together. Let them be the rule of your con- 
duct by which you are to walk, and not the way of the 
World, or the examples of the multitude. What is it 

to me, may you ſay to yourſelves, how others live, 
or what dangerous liberties they take, what vanities. 
they purſue, what exceſſes they indulge : Their fins 

Will not excuſe mine, nor is their courſe of life a pat- 
tern for mine. I have bound myſelf to Gop, to re- 
W nounce all wickedneſs, to hold faſt the chriſtian faith, 
and to walk in Gop's commandments. I am a ſol- 
dier of JesUs, CHRIST, the captain of my ſalvation, 

and am engaged to ſerve under his banner, in all vir- 

tuous and godly living; “ not to be conformed to. 


W << this world or its wicked cuſtoms, but to be tranſ- 


„formed in the renewing of my mind, that I may 
prove what is that good and acceptable, and perfect 
| © will of Gop.” „ 

2 ah, Shun an idle and ſlothful habit, which is not 
& only itſelf a great fin, but expofes you to all other 
W fins. The flothful are odious in the ſight of Gop 
and man; they conſume that for which others labour; 
they ſquander away that precious time which is allotted. 
them for the moſt valuable purpoſes. They abuſe the 
talents Gop has given them, and let them ruſt for 
want of exerciſe, They are always in the way of 
temptation, and ready to fall in with any diſſolute com- 
panion that calls upon them. Having nothing to do, 
they are ever prone to do evil. Whilſt, on the contrary, 
boueſt induſtry and diligence in ſome good employ- 
Sh 70 7 ment 
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ment, is not only healthful, pleaſant, and profitable for 
this world, but keeps the mind too buſy to be at leiſure 
to liſten to the calls of vice and wickedneſs. 'Induſtry 
Gop. has in his wiſdom made generally neceſſary for 
obtaining a temporal livelihood, for getting the meat 
that periſheth, and it is no leſs neceſſary for ſecuring 
that meat which endureth unto everlaſting life. 
34ly, Be very cautious what company you keep: 
Particularly allow yourſelves no familiarity with per- 
ſons of a looſe and profane diſpoſition who make a 
mock of religion, and glory in being above all the re- 
ſtraints it lays men under: What will ſhock you at firſt 
in their looſe talk, wiil by freqnent uſe, appear leſs 
and leſs horrible; and if you do not fly from ſuch 
peſtilential converſation, it is much if you are not in 
the end infected with it. You may as well hope to 
handle pitch without being defiled, as keep wicked 
company and preſerve your on innocence. But en- 
deavour to aſſociate yourſelves with the virtuous and 
religious, from whom you will be always . x 
ſomething good; their examples will confirm your go 
purpoſes, and raiſe an honourable emulation in run- 
ning your chriſtian race; for Solomon obſerves, . As 
iron ſharpeneth iron, ſo doth the countenance of a 
% man, and eſpecially if a good man, his friend.” 
4thly, Abſtain particularly, I beſeech you, as you 
grow. up, from that moſt dangerous and deftruftive of 
all vices, drunkenneſs. At preſent you. are too young 
to be ſenſible perhaps of the charms of the bewitching 
cup; but you are not too young to obſerve the mils 
chiefs it has brought on thoſe who have been allured 
by them: Their health deſtroyed, their affairs dif- 
treſſed, their underſtandings impaired; all ſenſe of re- 
ligion extinguiſhed ; beſides, an innumerable train of 
vices, to which in their ſober moments they would 
have no temptation, are the common effects of intem- 
perate drinking. If you yield to this one temptation, 
all that | have ſaid will be of no uſe to you. Vou 
will diſregard the beſt advice of amm 
| — | SN 
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and indeed become incapable of putting it in practiſe. 
You muſt be ſober, if you mean to be ſerious; and that 
one poſt manfully defended, you will be always upon 
Wy your guard to repel your adverſaries from every quarter, 
FSi, Let me here repeat another particular men- 
tioned above, as part of our duty to Gop; that is, 
never venture to take his holy name in vain, The 
W frequency of this horrible fin, makes it neceſſary to 
guard you againſt it with the ſtricteſt care now, before 
We you have been guilty of it; for abominable and un- 
natural as it is, unpleaſant and unprofitable too, yet 
where this impious and ſhameful habit has been once 
contracted, it is but ſeldom ſeen. to be reformed. 
They that have been long uſed to ſwearing, become 
inſenüble when they ſwear,: They loſe the horror of 
ſo dreadful a crime, and almoſt perſyade themſelves 
it is no crime at all. But hear you, my children, 
W Gop rather than them, who has declared himſelf æ 
WW jealous Gon, and will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh 
WW bis name in vain; and follow not the cuſtom of wick- 
ed reprobates, but the direction of our bleſſed Savi- 
& OUR, who ſays, <* Swear not at all in your ordinary 
W << converſation ; but let your communication be yea 
yea, and nay nay; for whatſoever is more than 
this, cometh of evil, or of the evil one.“ Speak 
W the truth always, and then you will have no occaſion 
for oaths to give credit to what you ſay, which in 
| reality they dom do. 


ech, That you may keep in the right way to hea- 
, ven, take the word of Gon for your guide, read it 
by day, and meditate by night. Let no day, if you 
can help it, paſs without tincturing your minds with 
WW ſome of the divine wiſdom it contains. It is the ſpi- 


ritual food that keeps alive a ſenſe of religion within 
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W you. It will raiſe in your hearts the moſt awful appre- 
benſions of his great Majeſty ; it will diſplay before 
© your eyes the mercies of your. redemption through 
| CHRIsT, and kindle your affections to heavenly things. 
The holy patterns, and exemplary lives of pious per- 
| 3 4 ſons 
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ſons you there meet with, cannot fail to awaken 2 
ſpirit of zeal and emulation in your breaſts, and in- 
cline you to go and do likewiſe. Be it then yours, 
as it was the praiſe of young Timothy, that “ from 
« children you knew the holy ſcriptures, which are 
« able to make you wiſe unto ſalvation,” 

7thly, I ſhall conclude all with exhorting you to 
the conſtant uſe of the two great inſtruments of holi- 
neſs or means of grace, viz. Prayer and the ſacrament 
of the LorD's ſupper. | #: 

Prayer is a correſpondencee between Gon and your 
ſouls. It is the way of converſing with the Father of 
ſpirits, the author of * every good and perfect gift.“ 
Every morning when you awake to a new life, never 
fail to-praiſe him by whom you live, and to implore 
his bleſſing upon you through the enſuing day; every 
evening, venture not into the helpleſs ſtate of ſleep, 
ſo nearly reſembling death, till you have ficſt made 
your peace with Gop, and commended yourſelves de- 
voutly to his guardianſhip, who neither flumbereth 
nor ſleepeth, 

On ſolemn days, reſort with cheerfulneſs and ala- 
crity to the public aſſemblies of the faithful, then to 
join with your fellow chriſtians in the ſervice of the 
ſanctuary; and be ſure to behave yourſelves attentively 
and devoutly, to improve your hearts with what you 
hear, to renew your reſolutions of a chriſtian life, to 
gain new ſupplies of grace, and particularly to refreſh 
your ſouls, when it is adminiſtered with the repreſen- 
tative body and blood of CHRIST, our SAVIOUR, in 
the holy euchariſt, —or Loxp's ſupper. by 

Sthly, To that moſt ſolemn act of chriſtian worſhip, 
it is the direction of our church, that“ no perſons 
„ ſhall be admitted till they have been confirmed, or 
are deſirous of being confirmed.” You have now 
qualified yourſelves ini that reſpect, for approaching 
the table of the LoR D: You are now entitled to that | 
high privilege: And as it is the principal means of | 
grace, appointed by our bleſſed SAviouk — 

or 


for ſtrengthening and refreſhing, our ſouls with all ſpi- 
ritual aid and comfort, and deriving upon us the in- 
eſtimable benefits of his meritorious death and paſſion, 
which it repreſents before us: On theſe accounts, 
the neceſſity of your condition muſt needs urge you to 
prepare yourſelves without delay, that you may be ini- 
tiated into the number. of faithful and conſtant com- 
municants. I would preſs no one to this ſolemn duty, 
till they are capable of duly conſidering it, and com- 
ing to it wth a right underſtanding, as well as pious 
dien But when you have attained a compe- 
tent knowledge of this ſacred ordinance, which muſt 
now be your ſerious endeavour, you are by no means 
to neglect it, both becauſe you ſtand in immediate 
need of the grace it ſupplies, and becauſe delays onl 
produce delays, and ſo you may fall into a general diſ- 
uſe, even total negle& of ſo; eſſential a part of your 
chriſtian duty. This, it muſt be lamented, is too 
common a Caſe, and leads to coldneſs and indifference ' 
about all religion. But begin early, my young chriſ- 
tians, and you will then be likely to hold on, and 
continue in the good way, walking in this, and all 
the commandments and ordinances of the Lon? 
blameleſs. Begin now, whilſt your hearts are yet 
tender, and apt to receive the happy impreſſions of 
religion. You. will begin with much advantage, 
whilſt you have yet the pious examples of your parents 
and friends ſet before your eyes, to encourage and 
direct your good beginnings. 

Thus initiated, you will go on from ſtrength to 
ſtrength, adding grace to grace, improving day by 
day inall vittue and godlineſs of living, forgetting thoſe 
things which are behind, and ſtretching forward to 
Ithoſe things which are before. You will by Gop's help 
Irontinue to advance in piety, as — advance in years; 
your good principles having taken root downward, | 
ill bear fruit upward, and though your growth, like 
hat of a tree, may not be ſo ſudden as to be immedi- 
itely perceptible to the eye, yet ſure, nnn 
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will be always increaſing ; and at length lift its top to 
heaven: Encouraging and provoking one another to 
love, and to all good works, as thoſe who ſet out 
together in the chriſtian race, “ until you all come in 
ce the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of 
<< the Son of Gop, unto a perfect man, unto the 
« meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of CHRISTUH;“ 
and be found“ meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
“of the ſaints in light.“ 

This is the wiſdom which is from above, theſe its 
rules and directions; the wiſdom which will never be 
found warn, the true wiſdom of man, his greateſt or- 
nament and higheſt perfection, open to all, and of | 
eaſy attainment: The pleaſure, the honour, the ad- 
vantage accompanying it, will highly reward your 
application to it. Adorned with its graces, you will 
appear amiable in the eyes of men; you will have a 
never failing ſpring of ſatisfaction within your own 
breaſt; and above all, will be approved of by your 
Father, which is in heaven : You will reſemble the 
pattern of our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who grew 
in this wiſdom as in ſtature, and in favour with Gop 
and man ; and through his merits and mediation, will 
at laſt be admitted into thoſe manſions of bliſs, whi- 
ther he is gone before to prepare a place for you. 

To him therefore, brethren, I now moſt heartily 
commend you, and to the word of his grace, whic 
is able to build you up, and to give you an inherit- 
ance among all them which are ſanctified by faith, 
which is in CHRIsT JEsus: To whom with the Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Ghoſt, three perſons, but one 
God, be aſcribed all honour, adoration, and praiſe, 
for ever and ever, 


